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WOMAN IN GERMAN LITERATURE BEFORE AND 
AFTER THE REFORMATION' 

Primitive Christianity assigned to woman a place in the kingdom 
of heaven equal to that of man; but what about her place on 
earth? Like men early Christian women lived and died for the 
faith and yet for a thousand years the church debated sagely: 
"Are women human beings?" Whether or not that scathing 
denunciation of feminine rights was a fact or a fable matters not, 
for parrot-Uke, along series of would-be wiseacres solemnly believed 
and passed it on to a credulous posterity .^ The knights of Chivalry 
as defenders of the oppressed and protectors of the female sex 
served their ladies in extravagant idolatry;' but the refinements 
they professed degenerated all too often into licentiousness and 
coarse debauchery, which was greatly increased under the influence 
of eastern corruption after the crusades.'* In many thousand 
hnes of beautiful verse Gottfried von Strassburg extols adultery. 
Even at best, the glory of Chivalry was only for a few and with the 
dawn of modem life most of its meretricious beauty vanished^ 

In the second half of the thirteenth century the hterary expres- 
sion of outward forms of woman-worship was more and more 
neglected until at the end of the century practically every vestige 
of the old "mistress and cavalier" relationship had disappeared. 

' This paper is an attempt to outline the position of woman in the didactic 
literature of Germany from the end of the 15th to the end of tlae 17th century. 
In order to complete the account, which Wcinhold began with his "Deutsche 
Frauen im Alittelalter, " it should be preceded by a study of woman in the 
Mystic literature of the 14th and 15th centuries as well as in the ecclesiastical 
literature of the 13th. 

After the first draft of the manuscript of this article was finished a great 
part of the notes upon which it was based were destroyed by fire. It was 
therefore impossible to verify all references and in a number of cases it 
was impossible to give any page-reference at all. 

- For example : Grund nnd probicrlidw Bcschrcibung . . . ob die Weihcr 
Menschen seien / oder / nicht Anno 1617, printed 1643. (Cf. Goedeke, 
Grufulriss; also Grasse, Lehrbuch eincr aUgemeincn Literdrgcschichte aller be- 
kannten Volker; and Kawerau, Die, Reformation nnd die Ehe, 1892.) 

' Cf. Weinhold, Deutsche Frauen dcs Mittelaltcrs. 2nd ed. 1882. 

* Scott (Sir Walter), Essay on Chivalry. 

^ M. M. Mann, Die Frauen. nnd die Frauenvcrchrung in der hojischen Epik 
nach Gottfried von Strassburg. (Journal of English and Germanic Philology, 
Vol. 12, no. 3.) 
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Just as the skylark continued to soar in American poetry long 
after it had been shown that America boasts only meadow-larks, 
so this widely-cultivated " Frauendienst " lived on in obscure 
literary corners of German literature with astonishing persistency 
lc;:g after its legitimate existence had ceased. As late as the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth century, five centuries after the classical 
:::eriod of Middle High German literature, reappears the situation 
of the knightly wooer before his lady's window, a situation which 
LTl.rich von Lichtenstein liked to describe. The cavalier is " beraubt 
seiner freiheit" and his soul is "entblosst aller krafften und des 
vermogens an etwas anders zu dencken [als an seine] unbarmherzige 
geliebte. "' In Ayrer's Comoedia von der schonen Phonicia' Anna 
Marie summons her lover before her house " wenn die Uhr hat achte 
geschlagen. " He comes and sings a Lichtenstein type of song 
beneath her window, and when he tries to enter her apartments 
some one from above greets him with a "hafen voll wasser iiber den 
icopff," the same thing that happened to Ulrich five hundred 
years before in the heyday of " Minnedienst. " 

The Mystics transferred their veneration of women to the 
Virgin Mary, in representing her relation to God as a kind of 
spiritual betrothal, serving her, "der hohen Minnerin", just as 
the knight had formerly served his "Lady." 

But these sporadic revivals of an outgrown ideal disappeared 
before the overwhelming reality of every-day existence. The 
preachers of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries played no smaU 
part in the reaction against the "Minnedienst" and the general 
tendency towards realism left no place for the unreality of Chivalry. 
An interesting instance of the complete disappearance of the courtly 
ideal is the picture of woman given in an edition of the much read 
and often reprinted " Sibyllenweissagung " which was published 
sometime early in the first quarter of the 16th century:^ a warning 
prophecy against the complete demorahzation of womankind. 
" Der weiblich stat . . . geistlich und weltlich wirt in onordnung, 
eigenwilligkeit, fiirwitz, unkeuschheit und hoffart wachsen, so 
schendlich halten dass keins vor das ander erkennt werden noch 
geehrt wirt." 

' Phoenix Comoedia . . . oder Spiegel Jungfrdulicher Zier und Ritlerlicher 
Bescheidenheit, 1623, 1, 5. 

' Ayrer, Opus Theatricum, 1618, 1, 411. 

' Pub. Schonperger, Augsb. o. J. (ed. of the 16th Cent.) Aiii. 
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Instead of obedience of the man to the lady's demands, however 
absurd they might be, we find the reverse condition, until the 
emphasis on the actual relationship between man and woman went 
so far as to demand, on the basis of Paul's teachings, the wife's 
obedience even if she were a princess of royal blood and the man 
her husband a peasant. Just as if he were her God and she his 
servant.' 

The first great modern event which stands out in the develop- 
ment of the so-called woman question is, of course, the Reformation. 
In order to determine exactly what this movement really brought 
about and to establish just in how far Luther can be called the 
great emancipator of woman, as he is popularly supposed to be, it 
is necessary to make clear what the church had already done and 
to ascertain what state of things prevailed during the years which 
immediately preceded his efforts. In making such a study the 
investigator is confronted by the almost insuperable difficulty 
first of determining in how far the views he finds expressed in print 
truly represent the convictions of their writers; second, how far 
these statements were original and in how far they reflected the 
sentiments of the time or at least of a large part of the population; 
third, what influence these views exerted upon contemporaries 
and those who came after. For example, when Erasmus in his 
De libero arhitrio claims that the story of Eve's fall is only the first 
instance of woman's weak will, are we then confronted with the 
irony of the "Praise of Folly"? Macropedius, in his Rebelles, 
tells the story of two boys who are spoiled by their mothers and 
are rescued from the gallows by their teacher in the nick of time. 
When the author then proclaims that fire, the sea, and wild beasts 
are three evils, but woman is worse than all of these, how much is 
this his own view of women and how much merely the conventional 
reiteration of traditional clerical prejudice and perhaps the exag- 
gerated indignation of the schoolmaster against the mother who 
spoils her chfldren? Or further, the story of another of his dramas, 
Andrisca (1538), where the heroine is rubbed with salt and sewed 
up in a horsehide for punishment — is this a proof of ruthless bar- 
barism, or is it merely a dramatization of a mediaeval anecdote 
in which no one believed? Or is it another version of the taming 

"Rebhun, Hausfried. 1563, p. N; Vives-Bruno, Unterweisung. XXXII; 
Hans Sachs, Zwolf durchleuchiige Weyber. 
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of the shrew? Matrimonial jests, mother-in-law stories and the 
like, sometimes of astonishing brutaUty, have been passed on from 
generation to generation in scarcely altered form, and hve to-day 
in the comic pages of our newspapers. Is it always easy to say 
in how far the writers spoke from experience, and what authority 
their words carried with the reader? 

Apostolic Christianity already differed from Christ's teachings 
particularly with regard to women. Jesus recognized no quality 
of sex, treating men and women as spiritual equals — we have little 
record of his opinion on the earthly relation.^" His teaching that 
in Heaven there is neither marrying nor giving in marriage turned 
with Pauline Christianity into a decided prejudice against marriage 
as inexpedient^' possibly because of the shortly expected second- 
coming of Christ. At any rate Paul shows a marked preference 
for the celibate state, except where marriage proved necessary. 
Moreover there was in this primitive Church a certain prejudice 
against women as such, which may in part be traced to the fact 
that the Apostles were Orientals in spirit, leading them to place 
women entirely under the rule of men. Hence the constant 
admonition to women to submit themselves unto their husbands.'^ 
Thus in the very earliest Christian times the conviction became 
established that man was superior to woman, the "head of the 
woman, " as Christ was considered the head of the Church. The 
spiritual equality of man and woman had thus, in those tumultuous 
times, become a very different creed. 

Although no thought existed in the mind of Paul of prohibiting 
marriage, the distinct trend toward asceticism served as a warrant 
for greater severity on the part of the later clergy. Saint Jerome's 
contempt for marriage was so extreme, that in spite of the recog- 
nized supremacy of Saint Peter, he considered that Apostle as 
decidedly inferior to Saint John, because Peter had a wife." More- 
over he was convinced that all evil came from woman. Saint 
Augustine wrote treatises for the purpose of proving that while 
marriage perpetuated the species, it Ukewise perpetuated original 
sin. Besides he piously wished that all mankind would abstain 

" Matt. 22:30; Mark 12:25; Luke 20:36. 

" I Cor. 7:7, 8; 26, 29, 32 ff. . 

« Col. 3:18; Eph. 5:22, 23; I Cor. 11 :3. 

" H. C. Lea, Celibacy in the Christian Church. 1884, p. 47. 
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from marriage so that the human race might sooner come to an 
end. In view of these doctrines the Middle Ages in turn became 
especially cruel to women, misunderstanding the gospel and exag- 
gerating the views of the early Church Fathers. Marriage thus 
was debased and woman in consequence given a very subordinate 
position, opening the way for all manner of irregular alliances and 
storing up a harvest of insults and abuse. The records of the 
Middle Ages are fuU of evidence of woman's ignominy." Of 
course the Catholic Church perhaps never meant originally to 
debase marriage, but by extolling ceUbacy to such heights, mar- 
riage must needs be considered by the people as a whole to be 
undesirable, to be even ignoble and wicked. The wrong could 
only be aggravated by the Old Testament conception of woman 
as the temptress of man, luring him on to the evil of marriage. 

In any case the question of the desirability of marriage was 
probably wholly decided upon the basis of its usefulness to men. 
When Albrecht von Eyb (1420-1475) wrote his long treatise on 
marriage the question was: "Ob ein Mann sich verheiraten solle?" 
The pros and cons are almost exclusively formulated from the 
mascuhne point of view and his final afiirmative answer to his own 
question takes solely into consideration the resultant advantage 
to the man. Man's complete control over woman is well evi- 
denced by the advice to husbands in an early collection of articles 
called Lehre und Predigt. The man should hold his body more 
precious than his wife. Strike her, says the author, if she goes 
counter to your desires.^^ 

Such drastic measures and uncompromising severity may have 
been in a way exceptional. Thomas Murner (1475-1537), that 
most unscrupulous early German satirist, who shrank from no 
extreme of scurriUty in his criticism of Luther, excuses- his bitter 
denunciation of women^* by saying that his shafts were directed 
only against the "boesen weyben": "Ein fromme frawe ist goldes 
wert." But whether or not this is really a statement favorable 
to women depends upon two things: Did Murner sincerely mean 
this, and if he did, what was his idea of a "fromme frawe?" One 
can hardly attribute to a monk of his turn of mind and character 
any very real appreciation of woman's nature. Eyb, however, 

" See Lea, Ibid. Index. 

« 1472, p. 31, 34. 

" Miihle von Schmndelsheim, ISIS, p. 793. 
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was a different sort of man. Although he looked at marriage on 
the whole through the eyes of a man he in no case shows himself 
in the least unsjonpathetic towards women. Although a CathoKc 
and Dean of Bamberg Cathedral, upholding no doubt as a church- 
man the doctrine of celibacy as holy, he nevertheless wrote his 
Ehebiichlein^'' with a layman's comprehension — and more — of 
woman's personal problems. To be sure he demands that women 
should obey their husbands and serve them in every way'* but 
after a loud discussion of men's rights, he turns to them with stern 
directness :'' "Gedenck ob du an ir auch nit gebrochen habst. Es 
sein gar unrechte richter die menner, die unkeusch sein und von iren 
weyben keuschheit begehren, der sie selbs nit haben, und die sich 
mit hiibschen worten entschuldigen und ire weyber schwerUcher 
verdammen und strafen, die in selbs alle ding erlawben und den 
weyben verbieten. Fur ware ... die weyber haben ein hartes 
leben und sein viel ellender dann die menner; wann so ein man 
bricht die ee und das die frau erfert, so ist es ein spil und schimpf 
gewestundistonstraffe . . . soabereinfrawnurausdemhausgan- 
gen ist, so hat si unrecht getan und wirt gestraf t. " It is a remarkable 
statement in a very dark period of German social history, when the 
morals of the Roman clergy had become a disgrace to Christianity. 
Perhaps these words are but the echo of the teachings of his mother 
his first instructor, thirty ypars before.^" He died in 1475, over 
forty years before Luther took his first step to root out the evils 
of enforced celibacy. These isolated views, however, were soon 
forgotten, if they indeed ever succeeded in influencing an appre- 
ciable number of his contemporaries. The widespread popular 
picture of woman, particularly in satire, had become fixed; she was 
always faithless, fickle, vain and wicked." It is clear that this 
was not yet paradise for woman. 

The immorality of the clergy had meanwhile been growing, 
and as a result men here aiid there — among them Luther — began 

" Pub. 1472. 

'« Sittenspiegel, (written 1474, pub. 1511), p. CXXDC. 

" Ekeb. Hermann's Ausgabe, p. 10. 

'" Mss. exist of parts of his book dating 1459-60. After the first printed 
ed. of 1472, many others appeared until the end of the 16th cent. 

'^ For ex. Thomas Mumer's Narrenbeschworung, Die MUUe von Schwindels- 
heim. Die Geuchmat. 
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to turn back to the simple doctrines of primitive Christianity. 
Then the first effort to re-establish marriage in its legitimate place 
was made. Of course, Luther probably thought very little about 
the position of woman; as a monk he saw naturally the crying 
need of reform for men and like his predecessors he looked at the 
whole matter from the standpoint of men. The Pauhne idea 
that woman was created for the man, not the man for the womatf* 
emphasized by the early Church Fathers and reiterated in practice 
for so many centuries until it seemed a self evident law, appeared 
even to Luther hardly in the same light in which it appears to 
modems. Yet it must not be forgotten that his struggle for the 
recognition of marriage and still more his own example made 
easier further developments in the future.^ Besides this Luther 
showed sincere appreciation of the spiritual relationship in mar- 
riage: "Es ist ein gross ding," he says, "umb das bundniss und 
die gemeinschaft zwischen mann und weib," and these words found 
an echo in the hearts of those who came after him.^* That he should 
not have gone further is easily explained; as a monk, having spent a 
large part of his life in seclusion, he would naturally think of man 
as an individual but of woman merely as a factor in marriage. 
Nor was his conception of woman's function a mean one. She 
who cares for her children, he held, need ask no holier nor godher 
state. It was perhaps not much gained, but it was a decided step 
in advance. 

Although Luther considered that the home and its attendant 
duty was the natural sphere for most women, he approached 
modern ideals first in estabhshing schools, not only for boys but 
also for girls and second, in placing women in them as teachers; 
for, he maintained, if we are to have capable, intelligent mothers, 
the girls must be taught. In all this his intention was plainly to 
create homes and base them upon a soUd foundation, rather than 
to make life pleasanter for women. It was left for others to 
advocate learning and study as such for women as well as for men. 

22 1 Cor. 11:9; Eph. 5:22. 

"^ See Luther's denunciation of the "Lasterer des weiblichen Geschlechts" 
in his introduction to Freder's Dialogus, dent Ehestand zu ehren. 1545, p. Aii, 
Gii, C. Cf. The Vorrede, Ireneus, Loh und Unschuld der Ehefrauen; and Rebhun, 
Housfried, 1563, p. Fv. 

2* Bullinger, ChristUcher Ehestand, 1579, p. B (translated into Eng. 1541); 
Matthesius, Oeconomia oder Bericht vom Christlichen Hauswisen; Rebhun, 
Hochzeil zu Cana. 
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As for Luther:- "Er lachete seiner Kathe, die woUte klug sein." 
Educational demands for women were really first made in the 
seventeenth century, along with the general intellectual reawaken- 
ing after the Thirty Years' War. 

That marriage is natural and necessary was urged also by 
Luther's friends^ likewise the doctrine of the wife's absolute 
obedience to her husband, even when she has a better understand- 
ing of aiiairs.^^ The Griselda-type of yielding, obedient wife was 
very much in favour^' and at least one man expresses the opinion 
that the wife should be forced by the authorities to obey.^' Other- 
wise a man should take the law into his own hands. Still prob- 
ably as a class women were not so accommodating as the one Freder 
describes: "So wilUg und unterthenig [dass] sie in aus und ange- 
zogen, seiner kleider reingehalten, die schuch gewischet hat."^' 
Like Luther they also contended that woman's first care should 
be her home.'" 

They, too, appreciated the spiritual side of happy marriage. 
Matthesius, who lived for some time in Luther's house re-echoes 
his teacher's words: "Zur gehiilfin ist sie ihm gegeben, zu trost 
und freud in seinem Leben. Wenn sich zutragt creutz und unfaU, 
ihr freundlicges hertz ihn trosten soU. "^^ Spangenberg, an enthu- 

^ Transl. 1524 of Erasmus, Eyn Gesprech zweyer ehelicher weyber; Ciilman, 
Junggesellen / Junckfrawen und Wiiwen. 1532, p. Ciii. 

^ Freder, Dialog, p. F; Vives-Bruno, Unterweisung, p. LXXVI; (New 
edition by Jacob Wychgram 1884 as Vol. XIV of the Padagogische Klassiker, 
Leipzig und Vienna. See p. 194); Ireneus-Hondorff, Lob u. Unschtdd, p. Nii; 
Rebhun, Hausfried, p. Fv. Mv, Nii; Rebhun, Hochzeit zu Cana, III, 9; Vivienus, 
Weiberspiegel, p. Diiii; Erasmus, Wie ein weib iren man freundlich machen soil, 
p. Aiii; Franck, SprichwSrter, p. 66b; Erasmus, Gesprech, p. Jv; Hans Sachs, 
ZwSlf durchleuchiige Weyber, 2nd Story; H. W. Kirchhof , Wendunmuth, p. 260. 

" Cf . Gross-Eybe, Grisardis, Zft. f. d. d. A. 29, 389. Some of the Susanna 
Dramas also represent this type of submissive women; see Pilger, Die Drama- 
tisierungen der Susanna im 16. Jh. Halle, 1879. 

^' Ritter, Dialogus . . . Das ist ein Gesprech Von dem EhrrUhrigen und 
Lasterlichen Urleil Bruder Johann Nasen zu Ingolstadt, dass alle Lutherischen 
Weiber Huren seyen. 1570, p. 19. He is not, generally speaking, so terrible. 

" Dialog, p. V. 

'" Erasmus, Gesprech, 1524; Bullinger (ein Schuler und Mitarbeiter Zwing- 
lis), Christlicher Ehesland, p. 78 fE. Matthesius, Oeconomia; Freder, Dialogus, 
p. Dili; Spangenberg, Adelspiegel; Fischart, EhezuchtbiicUein, p. Cv. Rebhun, 
Hausfried, Jv. Nii; Vives-Wychgram, Unterweistmg, p. 261. 

" Reference to page lost. 
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siastic admirer and pupil of Luther''' sings the praises of married 
hfe and of its beauty, and like Adam Schubart^ deplores the fre- 
quent insults which his contemporaries heap upon marriage and 
women. The dramatist Rebhun, also a friend of Luther, presents 
in simple convincing words an attractive picture of married life.'* 
But no one of his followers has caught the spirit of Luther better 
than Erasmus Alberus, and none of them was more eloquent in 
praise of his experience as a married man.'* 

But in the course of years they have all added something out 
of the richness of their own experience and meditations. They 
began to expand Luther's ideal of home-life. Marriage is pic- 
tured as based not only on natural attraction but also on genuine 
love and sincere friendship between husband and wife.'* More 
and more emphasis is put upon similarity in taste and ideals." 

Fischart, who as a professional satirist was ready enough to 
find fault, yet praises marriage as the "Vereinigung und Zusam- 
menfiigung gleicher einmiitiger Hertzen, '"* and he a married man. 

There are also answers to the many masculine complaints about 
stupid and troublesome wives. Women, some say, have often 
as much to complain of in men as men find in women,'' especially 
where the man earns nothing and eats and drinks up his sub- 
stance." Moreover many women, they say, have been deceived 
by men and made miserable all their days. Others advocate 
perfect equaUty for both sexes.*" Rebhun, showing an astonishing 

»2 Ehespiegel, page lost. 

^ Hausteufel, page lost. Cf. Kawerau, Die Reformation und die Ehe, p. 42. 

^ Hochzeit zu Cana, I, 1. 

^ Cf . Kawerau, p. 7, note. 

^ Vives-Wychgram, Unterweisung, p. 193; Ireneus, Lob und Unschuld; 
Fischart, Ehezuchtsbiichlein, p. G; Johannes Butovius, Isaac und Rebecca, 
Arg. VII; Roth, Ehel. Lustgarten; Rist, Hausmusik, p. 71. 

"Vives-Wychgram, Unterweisung, Ch. XV; Spangenberg, Ehel. Ordens- 
spiegel, p. Giii; Ireneus, ibid. 

'« EhezuchtbilcUein; Schupp, Instrumentwm Pads, p. 145. Cf. Views held 
about marriage for money: translation of Thomas Birck, Ehespiegel, 1598, II 
173; Vives-Wychgram, p. 293. 

'» Ireneus-Hondorff, p. Dili, Yv; Spangenberg, Adelsspiegel. 

*» Rebhun, Hochzeit zu Cana, HI, 4; Kirchhof, Wendenmtdh, p. 257; Martin 
Schmidder, Das New Morgens Fell, Comoedia, III, 1 (The value of the last 
quotation is doubtful, in view of the character of the drama); and of course 
Agrippa. 
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comprehension of woman's viewpoint, lets one of his women 
characters say:*i 

"ich widerfecht nicht Gottes wort, 
Darni ich auch predigt hab gehort, 
Da man sagt von man und weib 
Wie sie solln sein ein leib, 
Welches ich bei mir also vemim, 
Das auch dem Weib so wol gezim 
Das regiment als ebn dem man." 

Erasmus of Rotterdam pictures a woman*'* who feels insulted 
because she is given her living, as she says, as a kind of servant's 
pay or as charity toward a miserable dependent.^ 

In the minds of the Reformers the question of whether nor not 
marriage was as desirable as celibacy was practically considered 
as more or less settled. Going, therefore, further than Luther 
they were chiefly concerned with the nature of the marriage rela- 
tionship. But more and more often the conviction is expressed 
that men can sometimes do worse injury to woman than to strike 
her, an appreciation of woman's sensitiveness all the more telling 
for having found its way into early collections of proverbs.** 

As we have already noted, Luther estabUshed schools for girls, 
in order that they might become useful women, although learning 
as such he still held to be superflous. This was also the underlying 
idea with many of those who came after him.*^ Some agreed that 
women should learn to read even Latin, in order that they might 
study "die frummen Biicher."*^ But as a rule all the regular 
branches of study were supposed to be beyond them. One wonders 
somewhat at this reluctance to grant education to women, in view 
of the fact that the nunneries and convents had often produced 
learned women. This might at least have proved that under cir- 
cumstances women could learn quite as well as their brothers in 
monasteries. Yet even inside the convents women must have 
realized that they were held intellectually inferior to men, for 

" Hochzeit zu Cana, III, 4. 

*' Gesprech zweyer weiber, p. Y. 

*^ Cf. Schwanberger, Comedia mm heiligen Bhestand, III, 1. 

** Roth, Der Eheleute L-usigarlen; Fischart, Ehezuchlb. Ch. 2; de la Cerda, 
Weibl. Luslgarten, p. 130; Franck, Sprickworter, II, 199b. 

« Vives-Wychgram p. 220; Vives-Bruno, p. V, IX, LXXV, VIII. De la 
Cerda, Weibl. Luslgarten, p. 9, 15, 166. 

« De la Cerda, ibid. p. 10. 



356 Gillet 

in the eleventh century the nvm Roswitha wrote that God should be 
praised all the more for her work because people held that the 
intelligence of women was inferior. On the other hand Celtes, 
the first to publish her works (1501) insisted that sex was no hind- 
rance to the acquiring of honor and learning.*^ 

There is one very remarkable sixteenth century exception. 
Indignantly and earnestly defending woman's ability as equal to 
that of man Agrippa of Nettesheim (1486-1535) soldier, physician 
and writer, pours forth in eloquent praise of women a plea for 
their education.^' His opinions brought him into conflict with the 
monks. He was a Catholic with scant sympathy for the Reformers, 
but even so, he extols marriage from personal experience, having 
been married three times himself, and blames men for the fact 
that women are as they are: "Tyrannischer weiss wird das Weibs- 
bildt von mannern unterdriickt ... so wird den weybern ihre 
freyheit wider gottliches und natiirliches recht, jetzund mit unge- 
rechten gesatzen auffgehoben, durch brauch und gewohnheit 
abgethan; also das auch der tyrannische f revel die oberhand 
nemmend, alle ihre gaben ihnen in erster aufferziehung abstricket 
und auslischt. Dann so bald eine tochter geboren wird, so muss 
sie auch in ihre kindheit anheim in verUegen verderben, als ob 
sie einer hoheren that nicht fahig ware, lasst man ihr nichts zu 
dann nadel und faden, gunckel und spindel. Wo sie dann ihre 
mannbare jare erreicht, so wird sie unter die gewalt etwan eines 
eifemden mannes, oder etwan in ein kloster gestossen, all gemeyne 
ampter die seynd ir mit gesatzen widersprochen. "^' There is 
not the sUghtest doubt in his mind — ^woman should have the same 
opportunities as man: "Wan es noch heutiges tages den .weibem 
nicht verboten ware die Kiinste zu lemen, so wurden noch beruhmte 
weiber gefunden werden, die den mennem an Geschicklichkeit wiir- 
den iiberlegen sein. "'"* Agrippa's logic is sometimes fantastic and his 
reasoning ridiculous. Nevertheless one recognizes in him a genuine 
friend of women. It has been maintained'* that Agrippa's defense 
of women is idle flattery and not to be taken seriously. The 

" Opera Rosvithe, Niimberg, 1501, Epistola and Dedicatio. 

" De Nobilitate et Praecellentia Feminei Sexus, 1518. (See BibKog.) 

" Vives-Bruno. p. XXXI, Agrippa-Heroldt, 1540, p. 47. 

"Bellintr.p. 167,p. 154. 

" Kawerau, Die Reformation und die She. 
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general enthusiastic tone of his work is, however, not that of a mere 
idler.62 

If one gave credence to all that satiric writers and preachers 
had to say of the seventeenth century, one should have a very poor 
opinion of both its men and women. The Thirty Years' War had 
devastated the country, crippling social Ufe and paralyzing social 
and intellectual development, while at the same time the theoretical 
appreciation of woman too often found expression in forms similar 
to those of the sixteenth century. Greed, idleness, sloth, lustful 
or iiiercenary marriages are in every age the target of satirists, 
out of all proportion to actual conditions. Women were in fact 
becoming more and more a part of social and intellectual Hfe. 
Harsdorfer's Frauenzimmer-Gesprachspiele,^ for example, were 
intended to be a kind of genteel course of instruction for women. 
Moreover women, in large numbers now, were themselves producing 
literature. Morhof^ gives a long list of them: Sybylla Schwarzin, 
Henrietta Catharina Sachsin, who wrote German and Latin poetry, 
Gertrud MiiUerin, who indited a book of Teutsche Oden. Then 
there was Anna Maria Pflaumin, the author of a Thranen-und 
Trostquelle, and Susanna Zeidlerin, who was responsible for a 
Jungferlicher Zeitvertreiber. 

In their books on marriage and the home, however, men still 
insisted on female obedience to male control.*^ Schupp, one of 
the most eloquent, able and fearless preachers of the seventeenth 
century, is troubled by the apparently increasing desire of women 
to rule: "Die Weiber wollen das Regiment haben. . . ."^ 

Just as in Luther's time, the demand is made that woman 
should be housewife and mother,^' the man's business being to 

'- This seems to be the opinion of C. L. Powell, who in his English Domestic 
Relations makes use of the English translation of Agrippa's Work. 

w 1641-1649. 

" Vnterricht von der deutschen Sprache (1686), ed. of 1700 p. 398 ff; 401 ff. 

^ Schwanberger, Comedia vom heiligen Ehestand; de la Cerda, Weiblicher 
Lustgarten, tr. by "Aegidium Albertimim, " who with great eloquence praises 
Virginity and tolerates the married woman as necessary. 

" Freund in der Not, p. 123. 

""Frauenlob," Die lobwiirdige Gesellschaft der gelehrten Weiber, Vorrede; 
Moscherosch, Christliches Vermachtnis, p. 173; de la Cerda, Weiblicher Lusi- 
garten, p. 15, 166; Arnoldus Caesarius, Hertz der Jungfrauen, Einleitung. 
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earn and the wife's to save.*' Nor should she look for higher 
honor. More emphasis is put upon this warning now than in 
Luther's time, perhaps because women were growing restless.*' 

The attitude of which signs were found in the sixteenth century 
has already become more prevalent: in return for obedience the 
man must show loving care and consideration for his wife,*" since, 
as is pointed out, man is often to blame for the discord between 
husband and wife.*^ Some declare that men and women are alike 
human beings and that aside from the physiological peculiarities 
no difiference exists.^^ Like some of their sixteenth century pre- 
decessors others appreciate keenly the resentment of women 
against abject obedience. Birken^ lets a woman complain: 
"Wir wollen das mannliche Geschlecht so wUlig als biUig vor 
furtrefflicher und vor unsere Herren erkennen: wenn wir nur die 
Gnade haben konnen, dass sie uns nicht den Verstand und Tugend- 
haf tigkeit abstreifen und uns gar aus unterworfenen zu verworfenen 
machen. " In the works of Peter Probst^ another wife complains 
that she has no joy in life because of her lowly state. 

Some of them even recognize now that in certain ways the 
spiritual problems of the sexes were essentially different and more 
difficult, especially for the woman when she marries. One quo- 
tation, to be sure only a translation,** shows this distinctly new 
and modem viewpoint: "Erstens verandert sie ihren Namen in 
einen widerwartigen Namen und muss sich nach ihrem Mann 
nennen: und was sie ihre eygenen Eltern nicht bewiUigt hat (dass 
sie nemlich macht hatten iiber ihren leib) das wiUigt sie einem 

'' Roth, Der Eheleute Luslgarten; Schwanberger, Cmnedia vom heiligen Ehe- 
stand, III, 3; Moscherosch, Christliches VermScUnis, p. 109, 169, 201. Edles 
Kleehlalt . . . hrg. von And. Rittner, p. 25. 

"Roth (ref. lost); de la Cerda, Weibl. Luslgarten, p. 201; Schupp, Ahge- 
nothigte Ehrenrettung, p. 139; Schupp, Instrumentum Pacts, p. 132. "Floridan" 
(SiegmundvonBircken),BAre«/im.s . . . p. 496. Edles Kleeblatt, p. 36. 

'» Petrus Nichtonius, Ehelicher Weiber Treu. Vorrede. 

" De la Cerda, Weiblicher Luslgarten, p. D, 130, 129. Ireneus-Hondorff, 
Lob und Unschuld, p. Qv.; Edles Kleeblatt, p. 33; Rebhun, Hochzeit zu Cana, III, 
9; Moscherosch, Christliclics Vermiichtnis, p. 100; Petrus Nichtonius, Von 
ehelicher Weiber Treu. 

»2" Floridan," Ehrenpreis, p. 481, de la Cerda, Weiblicher Luslgarten, Ch. 
XXVI; . 

" Ehrenpreis, p. lost. 

" 1553-1556. ed. by Kreisler, HaUe, 1907. 

'" De la Cerda, Weiblicher Luslgarten, p. 17. 
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frembden Mann, und macht sich zu einer Scklavin und Leibei- 
genen desselben und wird auch von ihm wie eine Scklavin und 
leibeigene dienstmagt tractiert und gehalten." Lehman** also 
explains the situation in this manner: "Ein Weib [hat] mehr bey 
der Ehe zu bedencken als der Mann, denn sie muss ihrem Mann 
Leib, Hab und Gut vertrauen." 

Seventeenth century opinions about woman's intelligence were 
not always flattering. Ayrer, for example, reckons his feminine 
readers among children and people of inferior ability.*' Yet in 
a sense a new era for women is dawning: the dissatisfaction with 
prevailing conditions is expressed with more emphasis than ever 
before. "Man eUet mit uns zur Kiiche und Haushaltung, " says 
a woman, "und wird manche Gezwungen eine Martha zu werden 
die doch etwan lieber Maria sein mochte. Ja sogar sind wir zur 
Barbarey und Unwissenheit verdammt, dass nicht allein die 
Mannespersonen sondem auch die meisten von unserm Geschlecht 
selber, well sie in der Eitelkeit und Unwissenheit verwildert sind 
uns verachten und verlachen. "** " Johann Frauenlob " admiringly 
details a long list of learned women*' and Gans'" gives accounts of 
a very large number to prove that women as well as men have done 
much in the world, although little has been written about them. 

So we see that from the earhest printed accounts to the eight- 
eenth century the most usual type of woman was the one which 
Eyb first portrayed and Luther and his followers most admired: 
the home-making and home-keeping wife and mother, obedient 
to her husband and with no aims, no desires but those of her "lord. " 

Luther's defense of marriage had for all time given woman — 
at least in the Protestant world — a position of honor and trust, 
and the writers who came after the great Reformer were free to 
develop for their women characters a kind of spiritual life for 
which Luther's tempestuous career had left him no time. Starting 
with his emphasis upon the beauty of married companionship, 

«« Florilegium PoUticum . . . PolUischer Blumengarien, p. 140. Lessing is 
said to have contemplated and even started a work on the Blumengarten but 
his other work prevented finishing it. (Fiilleborn, L'.s Lehen III, 16. quoted in 
A. D. B.) 

" Opus Thealrkum, Vorrede. 

" (Siegmund von Bircken), Ehrenpreis, p. 485. 

" LobwUrdige GeseUschaft gelehrter Weiber, Vorrede, Aiii. 

" Osterreichische Fraunzimmer, p. 107. 
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some of his disciples gradually abandoned their belief in the neces- 
sity for absolute obedience on the part of the wife, and pictured 
the ideal marriage as based solely on mutual love aiid genuine 
friendship, no longer blaming the wife alone for married unhap- 
piness. 

On the other hand Luther's desire to educate women simply to 
make them better wives and mothers was shared and almost 
unchanged by the majority of his friends. However, the credit 
for the most vigorous hterary attempt in the sixteenth century 
to set up education for women as an aim in itself belongs not to 
a Reformer but to a Catholic, Cornelius Agrippa. 

Later, the great Catholic reaction due especially to the Jesuits 
saw the incorporation into Catholic propaganda of many of the 
Reformers' teachings about women and marriage. A most extreme 
example of this is the Speculum vitae humanae (1584) of Ferdinand 
II, Archduke of Tyrol, who, though fired with a pious determina- 
tion to extirpate protestantism within his realm, yet preaches the 
marriage theory of Luther, at least where it applies to laymen. 
Like Luther and the Reformers he uses incidents and quotations 
from the Bible and insists that marriage was instituted by God 
for the benefit of mankind. The Hermit's words to the youth 
who asks him for advice with regard to his future are entirely 
Lutheran in tone." 

Whatever may have been the reason, the authors of the latter 
part of the sixteenth century often showed a remarkable under- 
standing of the problems of women and a very real sympathy for 
them. Some like the "Sieman" and Spangenberg explain that 
women themselves would write their complaints if they were able 
to. "Doch was sie nicht mit schreiben ausrichten konnen . . . 
das richten sie mit klagen aus, wenn sie bei ein ander sind.'"^ 
Another congratulates men upon the fact that women are not able 
to write books " sonst wiirden sie uns wahrlich mit gutem Grunde 
liegenstraffen, und mit besserem Scheine angreifen, als wir sie 
. . . das wir schamrot gegen in bestehen miissten."'' 

" P. 11. "Der Eestand [ist] Gott dem Herrn wolgefellig, in welchem auch 
der Mensch ain Gott angenembs und wolgefelligs leben besser als in einem 
andem Standt fueren kan. . . " 

" Spangenberg, Ehel. Ordmsspiegel, p. Ev. 

" Ireneus, Lob imd Unschuld der Ehefrauen. 
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The seventeenth century, too, held for the most part Luther's 
teaching of obedience unshaken, but along with this is seen an 
ever increasing recognition of mutual responsibility and of inherent 
differences and essential equality. 

Neither Luther nor those of his friends and followers who were 
most liberal towards women, not even Eyb, with his modem con- 
demnation of the "double standard"'* nor Cornelius Agrippa with 
all his eloquence, intended to picture an ideal condition for woman: 
they tried to correct actual wrongs. It were all the more interesting 
therefore to observe the ideal set forth in Utopian literature, where 
the scope of the author's reforms would be Umited only by his 
imagination. Andreae's Christianopolis (1619) contains two brief 
chapters (no. 88 and 89) upon marriage and women, but they are 
but four and a half very dull and disappointing pages — out of a 
total of 138 pp. — on woman's share in Utopian life. This alone 
would, of course, not proclaim indifference, but the demands he 
makes for women in the ideal state are indeed very modest. He, 
too, restricts woman's activity to the house and especially stipu- 
lates that she shall have no authority outside, excluding her from 
"council and state, " although he admits, unlike many of the earher 
writers, that girls are no less teachable than boys and liberally 
provides education for both sexes. Married as well as unmarried 
women are employed as teachers — a proof that the author no longer 
considers marriage as all-absorbing of woman's time and interest. 

Citizens of Christianopolis enter upon marriage with great 
caution and a high ideal of purity, and glory in the conquest of 
their passions,'^ a lofty ideal — ^but the church had always preached 
chastity. Andreae's doctrines ignored for the most part actual 
conditions and offered no practical suggestions for economic 
improvement. But Christianopolis is no exception: Utopias are 
all disappointing with their bloodless inhabitants and their social 
fabric woven to an arbitrary pattern. Women play little part in 
Plutarch's Lycurgus or in Plato's Republic or Campanella's City 
of the Sun: all are dominated by the ideal of State. Neither 
More nor Bacon were advocates of "women's rights." 

The seeming indifference of Andreae to an ideal state for women 
is less strange also when we consider that even at the end of the 
seventeenth century women writers themselves display no vital 

" Hermann's ed. p. 4. 

» ch. xcxvm. 
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difference in spirit from the other authors of the time — at least in 
regard to their female characters. Take for example the Ophilites 
of Sibylla Schusterin (1685), who was herself — so runs the preacher's 
praise of her in the eloquent oration at her funeral — a model of 
feminine piety and housewifely virtue, and a great poetess without 
having neglected her domestic obligations. 

The hterature of Germany from the beginning of the period 
covered was primarily utilitarian, rather than esthetic in its pur- 
pose, although the very earnestness of the writers — as for example 
Luther's — ^produced very often an unpremeditated beauty of form, 
through the perfect harmony of expression and content. Content, 
however, not form, was the main interest in every case. 

In Middle High German Courtly literature (llth-12th centur- 
ies) female characters were poetic forms, a part of an elaborate lit- 
erary convention. The poetry of the middle and the end of the thir- 
teenth century already shows signs of degeneration in the courtly 
type and a transition to realism. The early sermons of the period 
in contrast to the esthetic Hterature portrayed woman in distinctly 
realistic colors, as the author of all sin and all in all a very unworthy 
creature. To the Mystics of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
she appeared as a woman saint, supematurally pious, a self-tor- 
turer for the sake of her soul (Cf . Elsbeth Stagel, Die Schwestern 
von Toss). It was left for the sixteenth century, the period of 
the Reformation to witness a growing interest in domestic life — 
due in no small degree to Luther, to develop the germs of apprecia- 
tion of woman's relation to life and to her fellow, man. Instead of 
endless poems on imaginary or idealized women or gruesome tales 
of self-inflicted sufferings, domestic books and treatises on the 
duties of women appeared in large numbers dealing with real 
women in a direct and practical way. 

The age was a discursive one, the subject invited paradox and 
the Bible furnished illustrations for the most extraordinary views. 
Many Catholic writers intent upon upholding the time-honored 
doctrines of the Church indulged in the coarsest diatribes against 
women. Early drama was frequently the bitterest satire against 
marriage in general and women in particular; even Hans Sachs 
found delight in coarse jokes about women. Yet the publication 
of so many books and the presentation of so many plays about 
love, marriage and respectable family life certainly must have 
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strengthened a discriminating interest in domestic life and 
hastened the recognition of woman's part in it. 

Luther's demands, though at first glance appearing essentially- 
selfish and "masculine" produced a healthier outlook upon life 
and partly neutralized ecclesiastical condemnation of women. 
Eyb's more radical disapproval of existing conditions and Agrippa's 
praise of woman's intelhgence never permeated the consciousness 
of the people, and left few traces in the literature of succeeding 
generations. But the ideas of the man who gave the Bible in 
the vernacular to mankind at large, of the monk who insisted upon 
normal domestic relations and defied clerical prejudice by marrying 
a nun, were carried along on the tide of religious reform, and it 
gradually became almost impossible for any self-respecting writer 
to condemn woman merely because she was not a man. 

Myrtle Mann Gillet. 

Urbana, Illinois. 
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Lob und Unschuld der Ehcfrauen. Und Widerlegung der Spriiche / 
damit die Weibsbilder durch die Philosophos oder Weltweise Heyden 
und etliche vermeinte Christen geschmehet werden. Gott / dem heiligen 
Ehestande zu Ehren gcschrieben . . . Anno 1543 / Durch M. Johann. 
Ireneum Jetzt aus Pomerischer Sprache / in Meissnische gebracht . . . 
Durch AndreamHondorff . . . Gedruckt zu Leipzig . . . Anno 1568/. 

Andreas Neidecker. 

1543. Vermahnung zu Chrisllicher aujjrichtung der Schulen / Darinn bericht 
geschicht. . . . M. D. xliii. 

JtTANLuizVrvES. 

(1523. Inslitutio feminae christianae.) 
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Johannes Lodovicus Vives. 

1544. Von underweysung ayner Christlichen Frawen. Drey Biicher . . . Durch 
Christophorum Brunomen . . . Munchen . . . M. D. xxxxiiii. 

Modern ed. In "Padagogische Klassiker" vol. XIV. ed. Dr. 
Jacob Wychgram. Wien und Leipzig, 1883. 
(English translation 1540.) 

JOHAN SpANGENBERG. 

1573. Des Ekelichen Ordens Spiegel / und Regel / in zehen Capitel geteilet / 
Darinne man sihet Wer den Ehesiand gestiffl / was er sey / Und wie 
man sich darinne halten soil Durch Johan. Spangenberg . . . Wittem- 
berg. 1573. (Vorrede signed Datum Northausen / 1544.) 

Vitus Diexrich. 

1544. Ein kurtze Vermannung an die Eheleute / wie sie sich im eestand halten 

sollen. I Durch Vitum Dietrich / . . . Gedruckt zu Nurnberg . . . 
Anno 1544. 
Johan Feeder. 

1545. Ein Dialogus dem Ehesiand zu Ehren geschrieben. Durch M. Johan 

Freder / . . . Mit einer Vorrede D. Marl. Luth. Witlemberg. M. D. 
dv. 4. 

Johan Pontanus. 

1547. Jungfraw Zuchl: Des Hochberiimplen Poeten Ponlani . . . wie die 
Kinder / und sonderlich die Jungfrewlin / soUen erzogen werden in 
Gottes Furcht / und guten Sillen / welche er an seine Hausfraw geschrie- 
ben . . . aus dem Latein ins Deutsche . . . 1547. 

GOrg Wichram. 

1551. Ein Schone und doch klUgliche History von dem sorglichen anfang und 
erschrocklichen ussgang der brennenden liebe . . . Allen junckfrawn 
eine gute warnung fast kurtzweilig zu lesen . . . Strassburg . . . 
M.D.LI. 4. 

Peter Pretortos. 

1559. Die schone und liebliche Historia von der Hochzeil Isaac und Rebeccae aus 
aus dem ersten Buch Mosi . . . geslellet durch Pelrum Paetorium. 
Gedruckt zu Wittemberg . . . 1559. 8. 

Johann MATTHEsros. 

1567. 

(1551.) Oeconomia, oder Bericht vom Christlichen Hausswesen . . . Des alien 
Hwerrn Mallhesii. Gedruckt zu Breslaw . . . M.D.Lxii. Ded. 
1564. 8. (First ed. 1551.) 

Georgius Vivienus. (Transl. by Barth.) 

1565. Weiberspiegel / Darinnen sich ersehen / Wes sich ein GottesfUrchtig / 
christlich /from / Ehrlich Weib in ihrem Ehestande / und Haushal- 
tung gegen Gott / irem Ehemann / auch vor ihre person in zier und 
tracht . . . und sonstigen tnenniglichen . . . zu trewlicher unter- 
weisung der Hausmutter und Weiblichen GescUecUes. Erstlich in 
Latein Georgium Vivienum. Undjetzo erst verdeulschet und in Druck 
gegeben Durch Johan Barth . . . Gedruckt zu Leipzig . . . M. D. 
LXV. 
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Adam Schubart. 

1565. Der Sieman / das isl mder den Hattsteuffel / Wie die bosen Weiber 
ihre fromme Menner / und die bosen Leichtferiigen buben / ihre frame 
Weiber plagen / sampt einer vormannung aus H. / Schrijft und schonen 
Historien / wie sich frame EheleuU gegen einander verkallen sollen . . . 
Durch Adam Schubart . . . Gedruckl zuWeissenfek. s. 1. &a. 
Heinrich Bullinger. 

1579. Der Christlich Eesland. Von der heiligen Ee harkummen / wenn / wie / 
wo I unnd von wane sy uf geseizt uund was sy sye / wie sy recht bezogen 
werde / was iro ursachen frucht und err: . . . durch Heinrychen 
BuUingern beschrieben . . . Gedruckl zu Zurich . . . M.D. LXXIX. 
8. 

English Translation by Coverdale, Christen State of Matrimonye 
1541. Bullinger died 1575. 
Matthias Ritter. 

1570. Das ist ein Gesprech Von dem Ehrruhrigen und Ldsterlichen Urleil Bruder 
Joann Nasen zu Ingolstadt dass alle Lutherischen Weiber Hiiren seyen. 
Wie er inn seiner vierten Cenluria geschrieben hat. Gestellt durch 
Matlhiam Ritter. . . Gedruckt zu Franckfurt am Mayn ...M.D. 
LXX. 
Johann Fischart. 
1591. 

(1578) Das Philosaphisch Ehezuchtbiichlein oder Die Vernunfl gemasse Natur- 
gescheide Ehezucht / sampt der Kinderzucht / auss des Berhiimbsten 
unnd Hocherleuch-Griechischen Philosophi Plularchi vernunffl ge- 
mdsen / Ehegebotten und allerley andern anmiitigen Gleichnussen Spriich- 
wartern / gesangen / Reimen der Fiirtrefflichen Aulharen und Schriben- 
ten von allerley Nationen zusammen gelesen / verteulschl und auf 
ganlz lustige angeneme weiss . . . aussgefiihrl / mit beigethaner 
Missif und Ehelicher schuldigkeit erinnerung Herrn Anlhoni von 
Guevara. Durch Weiland den Ehrenvesten Hochgelehrlen Herrn Johann 
Fischarten . . . Gedruckt zu Strassburg . . . M. D. LXXXXI. 

ErZHERZOG FERDI^fAND VON TYROL. 

1584. Speculum vitae humanae. Ed. with Introd. by Jacob Minor, Halle 
Reprints 1889. (Written between 1570-80). 

Martin Schmidder. 

1585. 

(1582) Das Neu Margens Fell / Von der Frawenherschung / und gebiet der 
Weiber uber ihre Man / Ein lustige unnd nutzliche Camedia . . . 
dem Ehestandt und Eheleuten zu Ehren unnd Wolf art gemacht. Durch 
Meister Martin Schmidder . . . Im Jahr unsers Eernn Tausent 
Fiinff hundert zwey und achtzich . . . Gedruckt zu Berlin . . . 
M.D.LXXXV. 

Cyriacus Spangenberg. 

1591 Adeis Spiegel / Historischer AusfUrlicher Bericht: Was Adel sey und 
heisse . . . Desgleichen von alien gottlichen / geistlichen und welt- 
lichen Stdnden . . . Durch M. Cyriacum Spangenberg . . . Ge- 
druckt zu Schmalkalden . . . M.D.XCI. (Vorrede dated 1591.) 
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(Kawerau, Die Reformation und die Ehe, attributes the Ehespiegel 
to Cyriacus.- 1561, 1563, 1567, 1578. See under Johann Spangen- 
berg, 1573 (1544). 

1594. Ander Ted des Adds spiegels. 

Christian Zyrl. (Zierle) 

1593. (Author of Rebecca. Ein schone Hochzeit Comeiia 1572.) 

Joseph. Tubingen. 1593. Translation from the latin so that "der 
gemeine man aber wie auch . . . Matronen unnd Jungfrawen . . . 
es auch hetten mogen Teutsch hijren und verstehen." 

Zacharias Liebholdt von Stolbergk. 

1596. Eine schone Hisloria Von einem frommen goUJiirchtigen Katiffmann 
. . . Dem H. Ehestande und alien Christlichen Eheleuten zu Ehren und 
Gefallen gestellel durch Zachariam Liebholdt von Stolbergk. Gedruckt 
zu Breslaw . . . Anno M.D.XCVI. 

Thomas Birck. 

1598. 

(Lat. 1593) (tr.) Ehespiegel. Ein sehr lustige und lehrhafte Comedi / darinnen 
angezeiget wUurdet: Wie die BUern ihre kinder auferziehen. und 
verheiralen: und welcher massen das junge gesind / beides im ledigen 
Stand und hernach in wehrendcr Ehe sich verhalten solle . . . Mil 
einer Vorrede des Ehrwurdigen . . . Herrn Georgii Mylii . . . 
Tubingen . . Anno M.D.XCVIII. 4. 

Adel. Roth. 

1600. Der Eheleute Luslgarlen: Darinn der Heilige Ehestand gar artlich ge- 
Pflantzet und abgebildet ist / In welchem die jenigen so in und attsser 
der Ehe sind zu befinden hahen / mc sie sich in solchem Luslgarlen uben 
und erspaizieren sollen j damit sie Gliick iind Golles Segen erlangen 
mogen. Der Eheleuten / sowol Jungen Gesellen und Jungfreulein / zu 
guler niitzlicher Lehre / mil sonderlichem Fleisse gepfropfet und zuge- 
richlet Durch Adelarium Rothen Vinariensem. B.V.M . . . Anno 
1600. 

Johann. Butovius. 

1600. Comoedia De Nuptiali contractu Isactci, Das ist: Heyraths Spiegel / 
Darinnen aus dem Exempel des frommen Isaacs und der ketisclten 
Rebeccae / alien Gesellen und Jungfrawen / so das heyralhen wollen / 
gezeiget wird / me sie von Jugend auj' zu einem GoUseligen Ehestande 
sich bereiten / und hernach beyde fiir und in der Ehe schichen und 
verhalten sollen. Allen Liebhabern des Hochgeloblen heiligen Eheslandes 
zu niitzlichen gebrauch / aus dem 24. Capittel des Ersten Buchs Mosis 
Gestellel und verfertigt Durch Johannem Butovium . . . Gedruckt zu 
alien Stettin . . . Im Jahr 1600. 

WOLFHART SpANGENBERG. 

1604. Alcestis. Eine Arlige Tragoedia / darinnen ein Exempel Trewltcrlziger 
Liebe zwischen rechlen Eheleuten vorgebildet wird. Erstlich von dem 
Fiirlreffiichen Tragoedien Schreiben Euripide, in Griechischer sprach 
gedichtet: Hernach durch den Ilochgelehrten Mann Georgium Buch- 
ananum Scotum in Latein transferirt. Letzlich auss demselben ohnge- 
fdhr inn unser Mutters prach verteutschet Durch. M.WS. M. Getruckt 
zu Strassburg . . . M.DC.iii. 
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De La Cerda. 

1605. (tr. "Aegidium Albertinum"), Weiblichcr Luslgarlen . . . Beschrieben 

anfangs inn Hispanischer Sprache durch den Ehrwiirdigen Joann de 
la Cerda, Franciscaner Ordens. Jetzo durch Aegidium Albertinum 
. . . verdeutscM . . . Gedruckt zu Miinchen . . . Im Jar M.DC.V. 
4. 
Georg Mauricius. 

1606. Comoedia Von Graf Walther von Salulz und Grisolden. Gesteliet durch 

Georgium Matirilium den Ellern . . . Anno M.DC.VI. 

Samuel Israel. 

1607. 

(1603) Ein SchSne ganlz newe Comoedia von dcr Frommen keuschen und golls- 
forcUigen Susanna inn Teulsche Reymen geslelU Durch Samuel Israel 
von Slrassburg . . . Anno 1603 . . . Gedruckt zu Basel . . . 1607. 

"PeTRUS NiCHTHONIUS VrVIMONTANUS." 

1614. Weinbergische Belagerung vor etlich hundert Jahrn Von Ehelicher Weiber 

Trew alien Eheleutcn wie auch Jungen Gesellen und Jungfrawen alls 
ainem schonen Exempel . . . in druck gegeben Durch Petrum Nich- 
thonium Vivimontanum. Nurnberg . . . M.DC.XIV. 
Georg Schwanberger. 

1615. Der Engel Raphael wider Asmodeum den Eheieufel. Eine neue schdne 

Geislliche Comedia vom heiligen Ehestand . . . Allen frommen Jungen 
gesellen und Jungfrauen ztir Lehr und unterricht wie sie also verlobte 
Personen den Ehesland anfangen sich gegen einander verhalten und 
GoUes Segen erlangen sollen . . . Durch Georgium Schwanbergern 
. . . Gedruckt Niirnberg Anno 1615. 

Jacob Ayrer. 

1618. Opus Thealricum / Dreissig Ausbiindige schdne Komodien und Tragedien 

. . . Durch Weyland den Erbarn undwolgeldhrten Herrn Jacobum 
. . . Gedruckt zu Niirnberg . . . Anno M.DC.XVIII. 
Modern ed. by Adalbert v. Keller, Stuttgart 1865. 

Johann Valentin Andreae. 

1619. Christianopolis. Original ed. (Lat.) 1619 German tr. 1741, 1754. 

1914. Felix Emil Held, Thesis (U. of lU.) 

Anon. 

1623. Phoenix Comoedia. Oder Spiegel Jungfrdwlicher Zier und Riiterlicher 
Bescheidenheit. Gedruckt zu Grossen-Glogaw. Anno MDCXXIII. 

Christopher Lehman. 

1630. Florilegium politicum. Politischer Blumengarien. Darinn ausserlesene 
Polilische Sentenz / Lehren Reguln / Spriichworter auss Theologis, 
Jurisconstdtis, Politicis, Hisloricis, Philosophis, Poelen, und eigener 
erfahrung unter 286 Tituln zusonderm nuizen und lust Hohen und 
Niedern im reden / raten und schreiben das gut zu brauchen und da 
boss zumeiden / in locos communes zusammen getragen. Durch 
Christophorum Lehman Getruckt impensis auloris / Anno 1630. 
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"JOHANN FrAUENLOB." 

1633. 

(1632) Die LobwUrdige Gesellschafl der gelehrlen Weiber. Das ist Kurlze 
Historische Beschreibung der fiirnembsten gekhrten / verslandigen und 
kunskrfahrenen Weibspersonen die in der Well biss auff diese Zeil 
gelebet haben. Auss unterschiedlichen glaubvnirdigen Hisloris; so wol 
auch eigenen Erfahrung zusammen getragen . . . Anno 1633 Durch 
Johann Prauenlob / der loblichen Societal der gelehrten Weiber General 
Notarium. 

Anon. 

1632. Tobias. Ein Geisiliche Lehrhaffle Comoedi Von Tobia und Seinem Sohn 
agiert / zm Butzhach Marpurgi, . . . Anno M. DC. XXXII (In 
The Prolog: "Dies Spielist der Eheleut Spiegel . . . "). 8°. 

Johann Gans. 

1639. Osterreichische Fratienzimmer. Das ist, Das Leben otter gebornen Ertz- 
herzogin von Osterreich, von Zeiten Rudophi Primi, Dieses Erizhaus 
Erhebers, bis atiff diese Zeiten. Auss vielen kUrtzUch zusammen ge- 
zogen, Von loanne Gans der Soc. Jesu Prialer. Coin . . . Dad. 
1638. 8. 

Arnoldus Caesarius. 

1641. Cron Der Jungfrawen. Das ist: Ehr / Lob und Herrlichkeit der Jung- 

fraushaffl: welche V. P. F. Arnoldus . . . zusammen bracht . . . 
Gedrucktzu Colin ... 1641. 12°. 

1642. Hertz der Jungfrawen / Welches von Anfang dass Gotl das Hertz riihret / 

durch ein richte Ordnung Ordnung dass in die hochste Spitz der geisUichen 
heiligen Vollkommenheit auss Gotllicher Schrifft und HH. Vdttern 
gestellet hat . . . Arnoldus Cctesarius . . . Colin . . . 1642. 12°. 

Anon. 

1643. 

(1617) Grand- und probierliche Beschreibung Argument und Schluss Articul, 
sampt beygefiigten ausfiihrlichen Beantiaortung Belangend die Frag 
Ob die Weiber Menschen seien oder nicht? Meistenteils auss heiliger 
Schrifft I dass ubrige auss andern Scribenlen und der Experientz selb- 
sten zusammen getragen / Zuvor Teutsch in Truck nie gesehen: An 
jetzo aber zu merklicher guter Nachrichtung Bevorab dem weiblichen 
Geschlechl zu gebiirlicher Verantworlung Gesprackweiss lu^tig verfassl 
und publiciert, Durch ein besondern Liebhaber der Lieb und Bescheiden- 
heil. Anno 1617. GetrucktimJahrM.DC.XLIII. 4°. 

Johann Peter Lotichius. 

1645. Gynaicologia. Dasisl: Grund- und atissfiihrlicher Discurs von Perfection, 

und Fiirtrefflichkeiten dess loblichen Frawenzimmers: So alien und 
jeden ihren Feinden entgegen geselzt / Durch Jo. P. Litochium, D. 
Medicum nun aber ins hoch Teutsch ubersetzt Durch Joan. Tackuim 
Gelruckt zu Frankfurt am Mayn . . . M.DC.XXXXV. 8°. 

Martin Casellus. 

1646. Zucht Spiegel / Das ist Nothwendige und sehr wol gemeinle Erinnerung 

an das Chrisli- und Ehrliebende Frauenzimmer in Deutschland / aus 
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Gottes Wort und der heiligen Viiier / me auch anderer vornehmer 

Lekrer Schriften verfertigt . . . in den Druch gegeben von Martina 

Casello . . . ZuAltenburg . . . 1646. 4°. 
Anon. 

Catechismus^ Oder kurtzer Unterricht ChristUcher Lehr wie der in Kirchen 

unnd Schulen der Churfiirstlichen Pfaltz ge trieben wird. 
In the same vol. with Martin Luther, Psalms. Liineberg, 1653. 

P. 26. "VondenEhemannern; . . . Von den Eheweibern. " 
Hans Michael Moscherosch. 
1653. 
(1641-42) Insomnis. Cura parentis. Christliches Vermdchtniss oder Schudige 

Vorsorg eines treuen Vaters. Durch Hannss-Michael Moscherosch. 

Sirassburg . . . imJahre 1653. 12°. 
JoHANN Balth. ScHUPPros. 

1658. Freund in der Noth . . . Gedruckt im Jahr 1653/. 
1660. Abgenothigte Ehrenrettung . . . Leipzig . . . M. DC. LX. 
1660. Corinna / Die Ehrbare und scheinheilige Sure. Beschrieben und andern 

zur Warnung vorgestellt. Durch Ehrenhold einen Priester in Gam- 

brivia Ninive. Bey Jonas Warner. 1660. 12°. 

1663. Instrumentum Pads. Zwischen Mann und Weib / Worinnen mil jleis- 

siger Anmerckung beschauet und mil klug und sinnreichen Lekr- 
Griinden angefiihret und erwiesen wird / auss wasserly Haupt-Quelle 
die Misshelligkeiten / Streil und Ungereimtheiien / so zwischen denen 
Ehelich-V erliebten / dcm Mann- und Weiblichen Stande in dem Hauss- 
Reiche und Regiment zu entspringen pjlegen mit verniinftigen Siiten- 
Lehren und anmuligen Geschichten aussgezieret und beglaubigt. 8°. 
Andrea Rihlmann. 

1664. Politischer Tractat. Von Stoats- und Liebes-Sachen / welche mit sick 

filhren den Krieg dess Streitis / Der Ehr und Liebe Zwischen den Caval- 
liren, Courtisannen und Damen j worinnen begriffen sind die Manifesta 
oder Ursachen dess Krieges der Manner und Weiber . . . dem Hoch- 
loblichen Frauenzimmer imgleichen und den liebhabenden Rittermassi- 
gen Tugendhajften Helden und Staats-Leuten zu einer lustigen / ernst- 
lichen / kurtzweiligen und liehlichen ErgetzUchkeit beschrieben warden 
van Andrea RiUmannen Fanckfurt und Hamburg . . . Im Jahre 
M.DC.LXIV. 8°. 

"Floridan" (SrEGMUND von Birken). 

1669. Ehrenpreis des Lieb-loblichen Weiblichen GescMechts in einem Hirten- 
sprach vorgestellet durch Floridan. 

Mison Erythretjs von Banssbrunn. 

1682. Frauen=Trew / oder Hertzog Welff am Beyern durch Liebe Seiner Frawen 
von grassen Gefahr gerettet. Saltzburg Getruckt und verlegt. . . . Anno 
1682. 4°. 

Sibylla Schusterin. 

1685. Verkehrter / bekehrter und wider betSrter Ophiletes auf die Trauer-bilhne 
gestellet van Sibylla Schusterin. Oettingen . . . Anno M. DC 
LXXXV. 12°. 
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Anon. 

1690. Des heutigen Frauensimmers Slurmhaube / das ist: Kurtzes Bedencken 
von I denen Hohen KSpffen und Hauptschmucke / damit sich das 
Frauen- tmd Jungfer- Volkes sich ausriistet / Christliche Zucht und 
Ehrbarkeit beslreitet und sich vor des heiligen Gottes und gott-seliger 
Menschen Augen schdndlich vorslellcl sonderlich alien Predigern niUzlich 
zu lesen / christlich ent-worfen von Einem Liebhaber Gottes und der 
Erbarket. Im Jahre Christil690. 4°. 

1690. Die Grossmiithige Thalestris oder Letze Kdnigin der Amazonen. In 

einem Sing-Spiel vorgeslellet. A nno 1690. 

1691. Nothiger und wolgemeinler Unterricht zur Information Der Zarlen und 

und anwachsenden Jugend von den ersten Jahren an biss ins sechste / 
vom sechsten biss zum zwolflen / vom zwolfften biss zum zwanzigsten. 
Zu dieser letzten Zeit / bey je mehr und mehr einreissenden grossen 
Ignorantz / zum gemeinen und besondern Nutzen kiirtzlich und ins 
gemein doch deutlich und ordenllich Auffbegehren gestellt Vom Christlich- 
en Liebhaber Einer Lobwiirdigen Zucht. Braunschweig . . . Im 
Jahre 1691. 8°. 

Andreas Rittner. 

1696. Des Gesegneten Hausstandes Edles Kleeblat / Welches Bestehet aus 1. 
Ehegalten / Eltern / Herren und Frauen 2. gehorsamen Kindern und 
3. frommen fleissigen Gesinde. Oder Wie sich im Hausstande sollen 
sich verhalten Mann und Weib gegen einander. / Eltern gegen ihre 
Kinder . . . Also damit iewedes seiner Pflicht sich erinnern / . . . 
herausgegeben von Misandern. Chemnitz . . . 1696. 12°. 

Fenelon. 

1698. Von der Erziehimg der Tochter: Durch den Hn. Abi von Fenelon. Jetzo 
Erts-Bischof von Cammerich; Aus dem FranzSsischen iibersetzt; Mit 
einer Vorrede / August Hermann Franckens . . . Leipzig 1698/. 12°, 

Agricxola von Eysleben. 

Drey hundert / gemeiner Sprichworter der wir Deutschen uns gebrauchen 
I und doch nicht wissen woher sie kommen./ durch D. Johann Agricola 
. Gedruckt zu Zmckaw. . . . M.D.XXIX, 
Part 2. Gedruckt zu Hagenaw. 
Anon. 

Srickworler / Schone Weise / Klugreden. Darinnen Teutscher unnd 
andercr Spraachenn Hoflichkeit / Zier / Hohste Vernunfft und Klug- 
heit I Was auch zu Ewiger und zeiUicher Weissheit / Tugeni / Kunst 
und Wesen / dienel / gespurl und begriffen . . . Franckfurt / bei 
Chr. Egenof . . . M.D.XLVIII. 
Cyrillus. 

(According to Jocher, Gelehrten Lexicon, "Bischoff zu Basel gewesen 
und ein Speculum Sapientiae geschrieben, welches 1520 ins Deutsche 
tibersetzt worden sey. . . .") 

a. Spiegel der wyssheit, durch kurtzweylige fabeln, vil schoner sitlicher 
und Christlicher lere angebende, vertiitscht . . . Durch CyriUum 
Bischoff, zu Basel uss iutsch Iransferiert Und gedruckt durch Adam 
Petri imjar nach Christus geburt M.DXX. 4. 
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b. Spiegel dor Naturlichen Weyssheit / durch den alien in Got 
gelehrien Bischof Cynllum / mitfilnf und neuntzig Fabeln und schonen 
Gleichnussen beschrieben / yetz und von newen inn Teiitsche Reymen / 
mil schonen Figuren / auch hiipschen Ausslegungen / yederman nuldich 
und lieblich zu lesen. Gemachl durch Danieln HoUzman / Burger zu 
Augsburg. Cum gratia &• Primlegio Imperiali. 1571. 4. (Printed 
by PhiUpp Ulhart) 

Feanck, Sebastian. 

Germanicae Chronicon. Von des ganizen Teutschlands oiler Teulschen 
wicker herkommen / Namen J EUndeln / Guten und bdsen Thalen / 
Reden / Rdchen / Kriegen . . . Volcker unsiiten . . . zusammen ge- 
gelragen und die Teulschen den Teulschen zu Teutsch / sich selber darin 
als in einem Spiegel zu ersehen fiirgestalt durch Sebastian Francken 
. . . Getruckt zu Augspurg M.D.XXXVIII. 

Sprichworler / Schone / Weise / Herrliche Clugreden unnd Hof- 
spriich I Darinnen der alien und Nachkommenen alter Nationan und 
Sprachen grSste vernunfl unnd klugheyt. Was auch zu ewiger unnd 
zeitlicher Weissheyt / Tugend / Zucht / Kunst / Haushallung und toes- 
en dienet / gespiirl mid begriffen wUrl. Zusammen tragen . . . 
Teutsch bekiirtzt Beschrieben und aussgelegt Durch Sebastian Francken 
. . . Getruckt zu Franckfurt am Mayn 1541. 

KlRCHHOF, WlLHELM. 

Wendunmuth / Darinnen fiinfhundert unnd fiinffzig hoflicher 
ziichtiger und lustiger Historien / Schimpfreden und Gleichnissen / 
begrifen / gezogen auss ellichen alien Schribenlen . . sampt andern 
newer gangenen und wahrhaftigen Geschichten / Durch Hans Wilhelm 
Kirchhof. Jetzunder auffs new-wider verbesserl . . . Franckfurt 
am Mayn. M.D.LXXXIX. 

First ed. 1563. Others 1565, 1573, 1581, 1598, 1602. 

Lehman, Christoph. 

Florilegium politicum. Polilischer Blumengarlen (See under 1630) 
Other ed. 1638, 1640, 1641, 1642-3, 1662. Some of the parts) 

Maye, Geoeg. 

Spriichworter. Augspurg, 1567. 

Pauxi. 

Schimpf und Ernst . . . Mil schonen und kurtzweiligen Exempeln 
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